
South	Indian	Soapnut	
Common	name:	South	Indian	Soapnut,	South	Indian	Ritha;	Botanical	name:	Sapindus	emarginatus	;	
Family:	Sapindaceae;	Name	in	Tamil:	Ponam-Kottai,	Manipungan	maram,	Poovandikotta	

	 	 	

	

	 Field	identification:	Tree	with	
a	spreading	crown.	Bark	rough,	
grey,	peels	off.	Leaves	
compound,	alternate,	leaflets	2-
3	pairs,	sub-opposite,	terminal	
pair	longer,	elliptic	and	
sometimes	notched	at	apex.	
Fruit	fleshy	drupes	(stone	fruit),	
2-3,	1-3	cm	diameter		
	
Location	on	campus:	Few.	E.g.	
Behind	Women’s	Hostel	Chapel	
Wing,	Mango	Road,	Brook	Road	
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