Red Silk Cotton
Common name: Red Silk Cotton; Botanical name: Bombax ceiba; Family: Bombacaceae

Name in Tamil: Agigi, lllavam, Ilavu, Kongu, Mulilavu, Parutti, Pongar, Pulai, Purani, Sallagi, Samani,
Sanmali, Selavagu, Sittan, uau
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Field identification: Lofty
buttressed, deciduous tree, up to
40 m. Bark ashy, not rough with
lower trunk with conical
prickles. Tiers of whorled
branches. Leaves, palmately
compound, 5-7 lance-shaped
leaflets. Flowers large, brilliant
crimson, coral, white with 5
petals. Fruit pod, 15 cm long
with seeds embedded in white
silky cotton floss.

Location on campus: 352 Al,
Janatha Road
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