
Indian	Tulip	Tree	
Common	name:	Indian	Tulip	Tree,	Umbrella	Tree,	Portia	Tree,	Bhendi	Tree	
Botanical	name:	Thespesia	populnea	
Family:	Malveceae;	Name	in	Tamil:	Poovarasam	Kallai,	Pupparutti,	Piram,	Kallal	

Field	Identification:	Small	tree	
with	umbrella	shaped	crown,	up	
to	12	m	Bark	grey.	Leaves	heart	
shaped,	entire,	pointed	at	tip.	
Flowers	yellow	with	purple	
centre,	solitary	or	two	together,	
bell	shaped	5-7.5	cm.	Fruit	
globose	capsule	2.5-4	cm	across,	
black	when	ripe.	

Location	on	campus:	Stem	cell	
Centre,	Mary	Varghese	Campus	
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